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RESPONSE TO FINAL OFFICE ACTION 

In response to the Final Office Action dated November 20, 2002, Applicants respectfully 
request reconsideration in light of the remarks that follow. 

REMARKS 

In this response, Applicants do not amend or cancel any claims. Applicants do not add any 
claims. Accordingly, Claims 1,2, 16 and 17 are pending. 

I. Claims Rejected Under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 

The Patent Office rejects Claims 1, 2 and 16 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 4,399,605 to Dash, et al. (" Dash" ). Applicants respectfully traverse this 
rejection. 

In order to anticipate a claim, the relied upon reference must disclose every limitation of the 
claim. Among other limitations, independent Claim 1 recites a circuit device having a first metal 
gate electrode and a second metal gate electrode that are not in direct physical contact with each 
other. Applicants submit that at least this limitation is not disclosed by Dash . 



In maintaining the rejection, the Patent Office relies on Dash to show a circuit device having 
a first metal gate electrode (a portion of layer 56) and a second metal gate electrode 50, which are 
not in direct physical contact with each other. However, Applicants respectfully disagree with the 
Patent Office's characterization of conductive line 56 as a first metal gate electrode that is not in 
direct physical contact with second metal gate electrode 50. Specifically, Applicants first note that 
only a cursory review of Figure 9 of Dash shows that conductive line 56 is one contiguous 
structural element with no physical barriers^ gaps, or di visions^ Thus, the figures of Dash would 
lead one of skill in the art to believe that the entire structure should be considered as a single 
element. Furthermore, the specification of Dash describes conductive line 56 as a single layer that 
acts as a gate electrode for the N-channel transistor and as a contact with the platinum silicide gate 
electrode 50 of the P-channel transistor(CoL 4, lines 13-21). 

In this regard, Applicants note that in the absence of any recognizable division or 
boundaries between the left side of conductive line 56 and the right side of conductive line 56, it is 
not reasonable to infer a division of the single structural element disclosed by Dash simply for 
convenience. Moreover, the fact that single structural element 56 performs two functions (e.g., 
gate electrode for N-channel transistor and a contact with gate electrode 50), does not render the 
single structural element into two structural elements, as implied by the Patent Office. 
Furthermore, Applicants point out that conductive line 56 acts as a contact with gate electrode 50, 
which necessarily requires that conductive line 56 actually contacts gate electrode 50. Therefore, 
Dash cannot be reasonably interpreted to disclose a first gate electrode and a second gate electrode 
that are not in direct physical contact with each other, as recited in Applicants' independent Claim 
1. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection of independent 
Claim 1. Claims 2 and 16 depend from Claim 1 and are not anticipated at least for the same 
reasons. 
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II. Claims Rejected Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

The Patent Office rejects Claim 17 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious over Dash . 
Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 

In order to render a claim obvious, the relied upon reference must teach or suggest every 
limitation of the claim such that the invention as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to one skilled in the art. Claim 17 depends from independent Claim 1 and 
contains all of the limitations thereof. Therefore, the same reasoning and argument set forth above 
regarding Claim 1 applies equally here to Claim 17. Specifically, as mentioned above, Dash fails 
to teach or suggest a circuit device having a first metal gate electrode and a second metal gate 
electrode that are not in direct physical contact with each other, as recited in Claim 17. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection of Claim 17. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, it is believed that all claims now pending (1) are in proper form, 
(2) are neither obvious nor anticipated by the relied upon art of record, and (3) are in condition for 
allowance. A Notice of Allowance is earnestly solicited at the earliest possible date. If the 
Examiner believes that a telephone conference would be useful in moving the application forward 
to allowance, the Examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned at (310) 207-3800. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent and future replies, 
to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2666 for any additional 
fees required under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 or 1.17, particularly, extension of time fees. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BLAKELY, SOKOLOFF, TAYLOR & ZAFMAN LLP 



Dated: 




Reg. No. 46,904 

12400 Wilshire Blvd. 
Seventh Floor 

Los Angeles, California 90025 
(310) 207-3800 
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to: Box RCE, Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 
2023 l/ot January 2l£ 2003. 
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